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ABSTRACT

--The ?tudy 'compared nationwide research findings about-
é districts; superintendents, teachers, programs, and student

_performance in 642 public school districts with an enrollment of.900
_orless (defined as small/rural) to data from a random sample. of
:school districts of aimilar'size,in North-Dakota. Data were collected-
from'superintendents by,questionnaire during-the 1982-83 school.year.
Twenty-nine of. North Dakota's 216 small/rutal schipio istrictst-tit;
74.4% of those surveyed, responded. North Dakota stna rural school
districts averaged 228 students, with 116-.2 students er school,. both
figures'less'than national averages The last :bop ssueaveraqed
-$212,125 compared to'$716,000 nationally, and-621 of the districts
reported declining enrollments compared to 36.2%:n While
55.4% of the'superintendeilts surveyed nationall:hrld master's
degrees, over 96% of North Dakota small. schOolSupetintendents-heId
master's degree's. NOne held education specialists degrees, c 'bmpared
to 31.5% nationally. Althoughlnost North Dakota superintendents held
-fUlltime, positions; theli salaries' were'lower than. nationaLfigures.
Teachet/student-ratios matched.the national averages and teacher
salaries and duties also compared favorably. Graduating seniors
-exhibited high academic achievement in North Dakota.Nearly half went
on to conage,.compired to 38.6% nationally...School programs compared-''
favorablyin the areas of curriculum and resource personnel-but less
so in the' area of sports programs. (SR)
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North Dakota

descr ptive .report of- K-12 public school districts -in North Dakota

enrolling 900 students or less compared to nationwide research findings

fer_rUral School districts of similiar size. Twenty-nine distri

surveyed irr North Dakota; 642 districts sere surveyed in the na

were

nal'study.

The study gathered data related to the rural district,the school

superintendent, the teachers, :ch0C1 programs, and student perform nce..

Data was collected during. the 1982-8 school year



A RESEARCH REPORT, OF SMALL /RURAL SCHOOL' DISTRICTS IN' NORTH-
COMPARED TO SCHOOL DISTRICTS' OF SIMILAR SIZE NATION:1..16E-

j

by .

ce 0. BarIcer and Ivan D. Muse

INTRODUCTION

Until yeoently,'63Mpa-a ively few ed- ators

engths'and challenges of America's small/rural schoolsr. despite. the fact

-aVe taken,an interest in the

that a ,lost one' -third of America" ls yptngeter--, _end, schools-classified as

rural. New _ 1982). With the decline' in school consolidation. and the

current population shift to non-metropolitan areas (Bpal, 1:975),, it is

clearly evident that rural schools will continue to play significant role

in the future educational development of large segment of, Vilt society.

Currently, very little data are available about rural school systems'. in_ our

society. This is particularly true of K-12 systems enrolling ,lees than 1,000

students Caachtigal,

The puLp_-e of, this report is to .present 'major findings of K712 rural

school disipts in North Dakota with those of a nationwldp study y-complkted by

-

Barker (1983), in which descriptive data were collected on K-12 and/9r 1-12

rarel.school systems enrolling 900 students or less. findings were gathered

during the'1982- 5 academic yeail.

METHOD

Using the. _Education, D Fall 0 cal Education A ene.ies as

a reference, hand 'count was made all K-12 and 1-12 public school

jistricts in the United States which enroll 960 StUdents or. less. Of the

nation's 15,601 public districts, 4,125' (26,4 percent) weres idehtified as

qualifying K-12 or 1 -12 :systems. In blOth Dakota, 216 qualifying districts were

identified. These districts . represented v66.3 yercent of the state's 326



public school distrf

Questionnaire

districts in =the r A.dc_

642 Aistricts:(78

in North Da

qUestions relat

teachers,kschoolp

comparison

-2-

7,048 students.

Superintendents of 816 randomly. selec

Completed questionnaires were returned-from

same queationnaire Was mailed to 39 districts

resPonded1(74.4 percent) The.,,questionnaire-posed

4. district, achool -superintendent, the

student ,performance.

FINDINGS

the major findings in North Dakota with those of the

national study are reported in Table _

North Dakot

number of rural d

clearly evident.that

CONCLUSION

one the leading states-in the nation in relation to-the,-

Acts which make up the state's public school syStem. It i

poses challenges and

the operation and management .of the small /rural district-

rewards, in many ways, uniquely different from those of a_
-

large urban-district, and even many -larger ral districts. It'is hoped that.

the informatiOn presented herein will'assist Nortb Dakota educators,
.

,

interested:in education, to more knowledgeably enhance the strengths and addressknowledgeably
,--)

and others

the needs of he small/rural districts' in,the state.



TABLE 1
' -4

TSON.OF _RESEARcH FINDINGS ON K-12 PUBLIC SCHOOL. DISTRICTS IN NORTH DAKOTA
AND THOSE NATION FIDE, EUROLLING*990- STUDENTS O. LESS. 1283.

,14

The Rural District

.1. Average student enrollment per district-
2. Avetage number of schoolsoPer district_
3. Average,stueen.c enrollment per school
4.:,'Average, geographical-size of district-in.

square miles
Percent of student's bussed to school
Mean farthest one-way distance students
bussed (miles)
Percent of districts reporting receipt of
state aid or funding for small school
districts

8. Average dollar amount of last bond Issue
2. Percent of distticts passing last bond issue'

10. Percent of districts reporting declining
enrollmentS.

The Superintendent

1. Average age of superintendt
2. Percent of superinteriderits holding

master's as highest degree
3. Percent of superintendents holding Ed.

Specialist'degree
4. Percent of- superintendents holding

doctorate degree ,

Average tenure as superintendent (years)
6-. Percent of superintehdents reportinvannual

.salary in excess of $35,000
7. Perdenpof full=time superintendents
8. Percent;of superintendent/principal

combinations
9. Percent of superintendents who worked

for district prior to appointment as
superintendent'

The Teachers

1. Average number.of,elementery teachers
` district

2. Average number of secondar5, teachers,
district

3. Average teacher /student ratio ,

4. Percent teacher turnover,(1982-83)
5. Mean-besinning teacher salary (1982783)
6. Mean top teacher salary -(1982-83

Mean current teacher salary (198 83)

North Dakota. N

228
1.7

116.2

232
67,.5

23.4

29.6
$212,125

93.4

62.1

42.7

,96.6

1-4
5.6.-

24.1
96.6

3.4

13.8

7.3

1:13.7
8:9

$13,211
$19,226
$16,013

436
2.4

188.5

:245
64.4

19.0

24 2
$716,000.

. 87.5

36.2

,55.4

31.5

13.1
8.5

7.4'
75.8

20.9

,14.4

15.7
1:14.5

8.6,
$12,492
$20.506
$16,3



North Dakota..;,

-"Average number of "steps" to reach-top of
r

SalarY schedule
Average number-of different dbbjectprepar
ations :for ,Seandary! teache

Student PerforMane

1,11.1eandumbe.WOf graduating seniors
Percenr,ofgraddating seniors recognized as
National. Arit Exam Finalists
Percent, of graduating seniors achieving

' scores of 25* above on American College
_Test (ACT Exam)
,ye.,rcent of graduating seniors achieving
scores of 1100 pr_above on,Scholasric

,Aptitude Test (SAT ,Exam)
5: Tercent of graduating seniors going on to

collegd
6.. Percent of gr aduating:seniors going to

techniCal

Schr,o1 progr-ams

1. percent of d St=icts xpioying either full or
part7time, the foklow ng resource personnel:

Special Education
School Counselor

. School Psychologist,:
SchOol Nurse.
librarian /.Media Specialist
Adult Educarion Director
-Community' Education Director
VocatiOnal-Education=Dir- tor

Percentof districts offerini-the folio
sports programs:

FoOtball,,
Basketball,
Baseball
Softball
Volleyball
Cross Country TreCk
Soccer -
Wrestling
Track and Field
Golf--
Tenhis
.5vimming
Gymnastics

22.-2

2.6

19.0

2.8

49.7

21.8

85.7
53.6
21.4
7.1

67.9
3.6

0
21.4

f

58,6
100

31.,0

10.3
17.2
13.8
-0

10.3
89.7
20.7

0

0
3.4

14.5

3.5

34.5

1.0

-7.5.

.2.6

38.6.

14.1

86.6
79.4.

33.S
45.1
80.9
22.0
7.8

22.0

69.2
'100

55.4
37.1
65.7
23.3
7.0

25.2
78.7
22.4
16.3
3.2
5.9



Table 1 (continued)

North Dakot_ Nation

Percent of districts offering the following
courses as a part of their cbrriculum:

Spanish 0 41,8
German 11.1 9.7
Trench 14.8 18.9
Calculus . 33.3 35.9
Chematry 81.5 79.4
Computer Science 70.4' 60.3
Electronics 7.4 13.0
Vocational Agriculture 556 63.1
Physics '74.1 67.7-

11



Biblio

-6-

B rker 'Bruce-0. "A Descriptive Stufly'ofK-12 and 1L12/Ru;a1 Schbol Systems
in the United States." Unpublished Doctor &1 Dissertation. Brigh n .Young
University,: Provo, Utah. 1983.

'Beal, Calvin L.:, The Revival of Population Growth in'Oonmetropolitan America.
Washington, D, C.: Government Printing Office, 1975.

0
Nachtigal Paul. Improving Education in Rural America:,, it Efforts, Future
: akortunities._ Acce tine' 4Realit- enda idr the utureparovement

for Rural Education. Washington, D.U.c National Institute of Education.
December 1979. ERIC Document-ED 196-635.

-_"Research Focuse6 on Problems of Rural Schools. Rural,Education News, Volume
32:4, Fall 198_2, 4-5..

U.S. Department of Education., Education Director, Fall 1980: Local Education
A-encies. _by Jeffrey W. Williams and Warren A. Hughes. National Center
for Education Statistic%. Washington, D.C.: Government: Printing Office,
1980.


